141st Year – Number 2

Wednesday, March 17, 2021

www.AmherstBee.com

Amherst Bee

Founded 1879

DINING IN 716
Enjoy the area’s delicious food fare options.

NEWS  Page 2

%URDGZD\DFWUHVV&KHU\O6WHUQZLOOEHIHDWXUHGLQ³)URP%XႇDORWR%URDGZD\´DYLUWXDO0DGHLQ%XႇDORSURGXFWLRQ

Parents express continued
instruction concerns, district
offers remedies, assurances

by SAMANTHA FLAVELL
Editor

Fun and games
Naya Ruiz, of Amherst, plays four square at Saturday’s opening of the new South Auditorium at Love
Joy Church, in Lancaster.
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Parents have been calling for the WilliamsYLOOH 6FKRRO 'LVWULFW WR UHWXUQ WR ÀYH GD\
LQSHUVRQLQVWUXFWLRQ'XHWRFXUUHQWJXLGHOLQHVIURPWKHVWDWHKRZHYHUWKDWLVLPSRVVLEOH EXW WKH GLVWULFW DVVXUHV IDPLOLHV WKH\
DUH FRQWLQXDOO\ ZRUNLQJ WR DVVHVV VWXGHQW
OHDUQLQJDQGPDNHDGDSWDWLRQVDVQHFHVVDU\
WRHQVXUHVWXGHQWVXFFHVVDWDOOJUDGHOHYHOV
'XULQJ WKH 0DUFK  ERDUG RI HGXFDWLRQ
PHHWLQJ$VVLVWDQW6XSHULQWHQGHQW,QVWUXFWLRQ 'U 0DULH %DOHQ JDYH D SUHVHQWDWLRQ
UHJDUGLQJ KRZ WKH GLVWULFW LV PRQLWRULQJ
VWXGHQW SURJUHVV DQG GHVFULEHG WKH YDULRXV
VWXGHQWVXSSRUWVDQGLQWHUYHQWLRQVWKDWDUH
LQSODFHIRUWKRVHZKRQHHGLW
´2XU PRGHO RI WHDFKLQJ DQG OHDUQLQJ FRQWLQXHVWREHSUHGLFDWHGRQUHVSRQVLYHQHVVWR
VWXGHQWV7KLVLVGRQHVRE\JDWKHULQJLQIRUPDWLRQUHVSRQGLQJWRVWXGHQWVXVLQJDQLQVWUXFWLRQDO F\FOH DVVHVVPHQW DQDO\VLV DQG
DFWLRQ7KLVLVDOVRNQRZQDVGDWDGULYHQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJµ%DOHQVDLG´7KLVV\VWHPDWLFDSSURDFKDOORZVXVWRIRFXVRQLQGLYLGXDO
JURZWK DQG LPSURYHPHQW :H JDWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW LQFOXGHV ERWK TXDQWLWDWLYH DQG
TXDOLWDWLYH GDWD $QG ZH XVH ERWK VXPPDWLYH DQG IRUPDWLYH DVVHVVPHQW  7KLV DSSURDFKWKDWZHKDYHLQWKHGLVWULFWLVQRWMXVW
DVLQJXODUDVVHVVPHQWEXWDFWXDOO\DV\VWHP
RIDVVHVVPHQWVWKDWDUHFRQQHFWHGWRDFRKHUHQWKLJKO\DUWLFXODWHGFXUULFXOXPµ
'XH WR WKH FXUUHQW OHDUQLQJ VLWXDWLRQ

ZLWK VWXGHQWV OHDUQLQJ UHPRWHO\ DV ZHOO DV
LQSHUVRQWKHGLVWULFWKDVWDNHQH[WUDFDUH
to ensure their assessments can be given no
PDWWHUWKHOHDUQLQJVLWXDWLRQDQGEHXVHGWR
NHHSHDFKVWXGHQWRQWUDFN
2QH RI WKH ZD\V LQ ZKLFK WKH GLVWULFW DVVHVVHGVWXGHQWVXFFHVVDQGSURJUHVVZDVE\
XVLQJFRPSDUDWLYHGDWD
´$VVHVVPHQWV WKDW DUH WDNHQ E\ PDQ\ RI
RXUVWXGHQWVDUHUHÁHFWHGLQ:,76DQGRWKHU GDWDEDVHV VR ZH·UH DEOH WR GR D QXPEHU
RI FRPSDULVRQV ZLWK WKH GDWDµ %DOHQ VDLG
´2YHUDOO , ZRXOG UHPDUN WKDW WKH GDWD UHYLHZLQGLFDWHGJUHDWVWDELOLW\µ
$WWKHHOHPHQWDU\OHYHORQHDVVHVVPHQWWKH
GLVWULFW XWLOL]HG ZDV D XQLYHUVDO VFUHHQLQJ
WRROFDOOHG)DVW%ULGJH
´6XEWHVWVDUHXVHGZLWKLQ)DVWEULGJHWRLQIRUPGHFLVLRQPDNLQJIRUVWXGHQWV6XEWHVWV
ZHUH JLYHQ . DQG WKH UHVXOW LV LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ RI VWXGHQWV ZKR IDOO ZLWKLQ SHUFHQWLOHV
DQG PD\ UHTXLUH VXSSRUW RU LQWHUYHQWLRQ
ZLWKWKHHPSKDVLVRQWKHORZHVWRIVWXGHQWVµ %DOHQ VDLG ´:KHQ ZH ORRN DW WKLV
\HDU DQG ODVW \HDU WKH GDWD LQGLFDWHG VLPilar levels of performance across the three
\HDUVIRUWKHPDMRULW\RIVXEWHVWV$QDQDO\VLV IRU WKLV VFKRRO \HDU KRZHYHU UHYHDOHG
WKDWOHWWHUVRXQGVDQGQRQVHQVHZRUGVZHUH
DUHDVRIIRFXVWKDWZHUHQHFHVVDU\IRUJUDGHV
.LQWHUYHQWLRQµ
7KH GLVWULFW DOVR XVHV UXQQLQJ UHFRUGV
ZKLFKDUHQRWDWLRQVPDGHE\WKHWHDFKHUDV
VWXGHQWVUHFLWHZRUNRUDOO\DQGKHOSVDVVHVV
(Continued on page 11)

We Are Amherst police reform, reinvention policy drafted, approved
by SAMANTHA FLAVELL
Editor

,QDFFRUGDQFHZLWKDQH[HFXWLYH RUGHU E\ *RY $QGUHZ
&XRPR IURP 6HSW  
WKH 7RZQ RI $PKHUVW DQG

$PKHUVW 3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW
KDYHFUHDWHGWKH:H$UH$PKHUVW LQLWLDWLYH SHUIRUPHG D
FRPSUHKHQVLYH DQG WKRURXJK
UHYLHZ RI LWV FXUUHQW SROLFLQJ
SROLFLHV DQG SURFHGXUHV ZLWK
UHJDUG WR LWV LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK
WKH SXEOLF DQG SODQ WR PDNH
DGMXVWPHQWV DV QHFHVVDU\
EDVHGRQFRPPXQLW\IHHGEDFN
´7KH SURMHFW VWDUWHG UHDOO\
ZLWKDVHULHVRILQWHQVHLQWHUYLHZVDQGFRPPXQLW\SDUWLFLSDWLRQUHDOO\VLQFHWKHPRQWK
RI 2FWREHUµ $PKHUVW 7RZQ
6XSHUYLVRU %ULDQ .XOSD VDLG
´,·P YHU\ SURXG RI WKH ZRUN
WKDWRXUSROLFHDQGRXUDGPLQLVWUDWLRQKHUHDWWKHWRZQKDYH
GRQH WR SUHSDUH XV IRU ZKDW ,
WKLQN LV D YHU\ JRRG SODQ WR
PRYHIRUZDUGDQGVHHVHULRXV
DQG LQWHQGHG FKDQJH LQ WKH
ZD\ WKDW RXU SROLFH SHUIRUP
WKH ZD\ WKDW RXU WRZQ WUHDWV

RXUSROLFHDQGWKHZD\ZHDGPLQLVWHURXUFRXUWV\VWHPµ
7KH SXUSRVH RI WKH :H
$UH $PKHUVW LQLWLDWLYH LV WR
achieve collaboration for polLF\UHYLHZRXWUHDFKDQDO\VLV
DQG DFWLRQ WR SXW WKH SROLF\
FKDQJHV LQWR SODFH 7KH $Pherst Police Department has
EHHQ DQ DFFUHGLWHG DJHQF\
XQGHU 1HZ <RUN 6WDWH VLQFH
 7KH GHSDUWPHQW FRPpletes annual compliance
IRUPV DQG XQGHUJRHV DQ LQVSHFWLRQ HYHU\ ÀYH \HDUV WR
PDLQWDLQ LWV DFFUHGLWDWLRQ
ZKLFKLVDIRUPDOUHFRJQLWLRQ
WKDW WKH DJHQF\ PHHWV RU H[FHHGVJHQHUDOH[SHFWDWLRQVRI
TXDOLW\LQWKHÀHOG1RWDOOSROLFHDJHQFLHVDUHDFFUHGLWHG
7KH WRZQ DQG SROLFH GHpartment began the process
E\JDWKHULQJDGLYHUVHJURXS
RI FRPPXQLW\ IDFLOLWDWRUV $

OLVW RI FRPPXQLW\ VWDNHKROGHUV ZDV WKHQ FRPSRVHG DQG
VHYHUDOVWDNHKROGHUPHHWLQJV
ZHUH KHOG DV WKH LQLWLDWLYH
PRYHG LQWR WKH FRPPXQLW\
RXWUHDFK SURJUDP 7RZQ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ ZRUNHG DORQJ
ZLWK WKH SROLFH IRUFH WR KRVW
several pop-up events in suSHUPDUNHWV VWULS PDOO SDUNLQJORWVDQGRQWKHVWUHHWVRI
GLIIHUHQW ORFDO QHLJKERUKRRGV
WR LQWHUYLHZ FRPPXQLW\
PHPEHUVGLUHFWO\DQGJDUQHU
TXDOLWDWLYHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXW
WKHLUH[SHULHQFHZLWKWKH$PKHUVWSROLFHDQGFKDQJHVWKH\
ZRXOGOLNHWRVHH
´7KHW\SHRIGDWDZHFROOHFWHG HQGHG XS LQFOXGLQJ LWHPV
OLNHKLULQJSUDFWLFHRXUFRPPXQLW\ SROLFLQJ SROLFLHV UDFLDO SURÀOLQJ DQG ELDV PHQWDOKHDOWKWUDLQLQJDGYRFDF\
DQGDZDUHQHVVDQGRXUWRZQ
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FRXUWDFFHVVµ.XOSDVDLG
$IWHU UHFHLYLQJ WKLV IHHGEDFN IURP WKH FRPPXQLW\
WKHWRZQJRYHUQPHQWDQGSROLFHGHSDUWPHQWMRLQWO\EHJDQ
ORRNLQJ LQWR HDFK DUHD DQG
EHJDQ GLVFXVVLQJ DQG EUDLQVWRUPLQJ DGMXVWPHQWV WKDW
FRXOGEHPDGH
,QWHUPVRIKLULQJSUDFWLFHV
HPSOR\PHQW LV EDVHG RQ FLYLO
VHUYLFH WHVWLQJ DQG MREVSHFLÀF UHTXLUHPHQWV IURP WKH
7RZQ RI $PKHUVW 6R ZKLOH
WKH SROLFH GHSDUWPHQW LV UHVWULFWHGLQZKRWKH\PD\KLUH
EDVHGXSRQFLYLOVHUYLFHH[DP
VFRUHVWKH\ZDQWWRPDNHFLYLO
VHUYLFHWHVWLQJDQGNQRZOHGJH
RIWKHQHFHVVDU\UHTXLUHPHQWV
PRUH DFFHVVLEOH WR D ODUJHU
PRUHGLYHUVHSRSXODWLRQ
“With the current civil
VHUYLFH UXOHV DQG ODZV RXU
(Continued on page 10)
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Broadway actress returns to hometown,
SDUWLFLSDWHVLQYLUWXDO0DGHLQ%XႇDORHYHQW

by SAMANTHA FLAVELL
Editor

At 7:30 p.m. on Sunday,
April 25, the Made in Buffalo virtual production, “From
Buffalo to Broadway,” will be
available for viewing, featuring Broadway actress Cheryl
Stern as well as several local
Buffalo performers and NYC
performers as they share
their talents and discuss
what it is like being a performing during a pandemic.
Made in Buffalo is a speaker series hosted by the Buffalo Jewish Federation to give
back to their community.
“We’re also doing a Connection to the Arts Services
Initiative of Western New
York. So, we’re offering that
people can make donations
to that, and that fund will
go toward local performers
in Buffalo who are trying to
make it and will help support that group,” said Marjorie Bryen, chair of Made
in Buffalo. “That’s our ‘give
back to the community in
doing this.’ Made in Buffalo is, we call it a gift to the
community, in the sense
that we’ve been bringing in
people that are not just focused on the Jewish community but that are exceptional
performers or professionals,
that their being here is entertainment or of value to
the community.”
Stern, who is an alum of
Amherst High School, got
involved with the program
over a year ago when, preCOVID-19, she was working
with the federation to bring

Cheryl Stern poses in the
Amherst High School choir
URRPEHVLGHWKHÀLHUVRISDVW
KLJKVFKRROSURGXFWLRQV
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her solo show “Shoes and
Baggage” to Shea’s 710 Theatre. Now a year later, the
group wanted to do something beyond livestreaming
the show from a living room
and began brainstorming
ways to get creative and involve other local performers.
“This idea was born to
birth a show that would really talk about all this, and
how we’re surviving this
year and include the Buffalo community, and really
take a look at not only the
diversity and the talent but
also how each one of them is
getting through this and reinventing new ways of earning a living and staying creative,” Stern said. “And then
there is a whole New York
component of this that we
will shoot next week [second

%URDGZD\DFWUHVV&KHU\O6WHUQOHIW¿OPV her interview
segment with local songwriter Nancy Fernandez, right.
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week in March] in New York
with some of my Broadway
buddies and their singing
some amazing songs and
duets together to tell their
stories of survival and what
they’ve been up to in the
last year. And then we put it
all together.”
The show will be a collection of performances by
the various performers interspersed with interviews
between the performers and
Stern, as she asks them
about their career, their
passion and how they are
coping with the wide variety
of challenges brought about
by COVID-19.
“I am interviewing the
performers, so we can realO\JHWDÁDYRURIZKRWKHVH
people are and what it’s
like when the theaters go
dark and we’re shut down,”
Stern said. “And we’ll probably be the last thing to
come back, just because of
the nature of having to sit
in an audience. They’re projecting Broadway theaters
probably not until next January. So, a year and a half
of unemployment for a lot of
people is crazy.”
One of the local performers is songwriter Nancy
Fernandez.
“Everyone just really put
their heads together and
thought about a way that
we could do this fresh and
exciting. And really make
it an event so that it wasn’t
just a Zoom call with people
playing music, but it’s something really choreographed
that tells a beautiful story
about artists,” Fernandez
said. “And what it’s like
being an artist during the
pandemic and just sharing
how incredible Buffalo is a
place to nurture and celebrate the arts.”
The Buffalo performers’
portion of the event was
ÀOPHGRQWKH$PKHUVW+LJK
School stage, allowing Stern
to once again perform on the
stage of her alma mater.
“We’re going to start in
the lobby when we shoot my
segments and take a tour of
the choir room,” Stern said.
“The training that I got in
that room with sight singing and really learning how
to read music set me up in
ways that so many kids in
my era didn’t have. It was a
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Gaitrie Subryan from Devi Bollywood, 442 Niagara Falls
%OYG¿OPVKHUSHUIRUPDQFHIRU³)URP%XႇDORWR%URDGZD\´
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real advantage. It was a really sophisticated music and
drama program, even back
in the ‘70s when I was here.”
In addition to the virtual
show, Stern will be leading
a free, musical theater masters class for high school
juniors from 4 to 7 p.m. on
Monday, April 26, via Zoom.
Selected students will be
asked to prepare a song or
monologue, and Stern will
provide a short coaching
and adjustment session
with each student. She will
also answer questions about
the college audition process
and working in the theater
professionally.
“We’re going to select
eight students to be part of
this masters class as active
members, and then other
students can audit the class
and watch what’s going on.
But it will be an opportunity for her [Stern] to work
one-on-one with them,”
Bryen said. “She does a lot
of teaching online right now
through the pandemic, so
this masters class will be a
lot of fun to have students
from across Buffalo be able
to work together and be able
to watch her one-on-one
with the others.”
Local high school juniors are invited to apply,
and applications are due
by Thursday, April 1, and
may be completed at bit.
ly/cherylsternmasterclass.
One student per school will
be selected to be an active
participant. Students who
are interested in this opportunity should contact Mike
Steklof at mike@buffalo
jewishfederation.org.

“I’m going to be teaching
high school kids about auditioning for college professional programs in theater
and for colleges. And I’m
really excited about that,”
Stern said. “I’m just honored to be here and be a part
of the community and be
able to give back a little bit.”
The Made in Buffalo event
will feature a variety of performers with all types of
backgrounds. All who are
interested in the entertainment industry are encouraged to watch and help celebrate local performers.
“I think it’s going to be a
really special event, where
you get to see unique styles
of dance and music from
people that are right in your
community and that are so
brilliant,” Fernandez said.
“And to see Cheryl because
she is incredible. She was
from here and now she’s on
Broadway. It’s going to be a
UHDOO\IXQWLPHDQGGHÀQLWHly something not to miss.”
To view the virtual “From
Buffalo to Broadway” performance you must register
at buffalojewishfederation
.org/mib-cheryl-stern/. The
event is free, but registration is required to obtain
the link for the show.
“The registration is open
to anyone, and because it
is virtual, it is also open to
anyone outside Buffalo as
well,” Bryen said. “It will be
fun to see if we can get expats or people that are connected to some of our New
York performers. So, they’ll
be able to get a peek at
what’s going on in Buffalo,
which will be fun as well.”
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Local songwriter Nancy Fernandez performs her
LPSDVVLRQHGRULJLQDOVRQJWREHLQFOXGHGDVDVHJPHQWLQ³)URP
%XႇDORWR%URDGZD\´
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